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Dear Mr., Quiglewy:

Thiz iz in response Lo your e-mxil message of Sepcember 17,
1996, regarding an inguicy to yvou Erom Mr. Dave Maxwsll of
A.B.AT.B. of FHew Jersey about whether the Hational Highway
Traffic Safery Adminisakbracion (NHATSA) has adopesd a "list of
approved motorcycle helmets.”

Ag vou adviged Mr. Maxwell, HETSA haz not adopted a list of
“approved” helmets, However, contrary Lo your statement Lo

Mr. Wamwell, this is nobt due to concerns asboub liability.
Rather, iC iz dug to the simple fast chac NHTSA dogs not have
the statutory authority bo “approve” motorcycle helmets or any
obher item of motor wehicle eguipment. NHITSA'S role 15 Lo
igsue appropriake Federal motor wehicle gafety standards
(FMVES) and [o tegt wvehicles and eguipment to ascertain whether
they comply with those FMVSS., While NHTSA can identify helmets
that bave passed the agency's compliance teaste, that io not the
game as "approving® those helmets.

ginceraly,

Acting Chief Counsel



